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Background 


In March, 1982, the fourth edition of the Bay Area Directory of Assisted 
Housing was completed and distributed to ABAG member governments, Local 
Housing Authorities, regional and national depository libraries and HUD. 
Copies have also been made available to the public at large to assist 
lower income households find affordable shelter. The Directory lists 
privately owned rental and cooperative projects that use federal 
assistance to ensure that the housing will be available within the means 


of lower-income people. 


A fifth edition, containing additional material required by the CDBG 
Discretionary Grant Contract, has now been completed. This edition has 
been expanded to include information on housing assistance programs 
administered by the twenty-four Local Housing Authorities (LHAs) in the 


ABAG service area. These added programs are: 


- Section 8 Existing, including Moderate Rehabilitation and 


After Care 


- Public Housing, owned and/or managed by LHAs 


Table I, “Federal Housing Subsidies in the San Francisco Bay Area, April 


1982," summarizes the data derived from the fifth edition of this 


Directory. 
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Summary 


Throughout the Bay Area, there are now almost 51,000 rental units and 
over 2000 cooperative dwellings that are subsidized under one or more of 
the federal housing programs. In addition, Local Housing Authorities 
have been assigned about 29,000 Section 8 Existing certificates that may 
be issued to qualified lower income households. Thus, a total of about 
82,000 households in Bay Area communities are currently receiving 


federal housing assistance. 


Household Types Served by Subsidized Housing 


Of the 29,000 units authorized under the Section 8 Existing program, 
almost 60%, or 17,266, are earmarked for families, while another 34% or 
9,890 are for elderly and/or handicapped persons. The region's Local 
Housing Authorities report that they have less than 1400 units under 
contract with HUD in the Section 8 Moderate Rehabilitation program. The 
Section 8 After-Care program, a State program using federal housing 
subsidies to provide housing for handicapped people in local 
communities, has less than 500 units committed throughout the 


nine-county Bay Area. 


Subsidized rental housing, both privately and publicly owned, and built 
under various federal assistance program, now amounts to almost 51,000 
units, as mentioned earlier. Close to 43% of these--21,700 units--are 


committed to serve elderly and/or handicapped lower income people. An 
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additional 9.9 thousand or about one-third of the region's Section 8 
Existing Certificates are designated for elderly and/or handicapped 


people. 


The distribution of elderly/handicapped housing among the nine counties 
is about the same as that for all subsidized housing. San Francisco, 
for example, with 23% of the region's subsidized housing, also has 23% 
of the region's subsidized elderly/handicapped housing. Fewer than one 
in seven of these units is subsidized by means of the Section 8 Existing 
Program, whereas about 85% are in projects built under one of the 
subsidy programs. Thus, San Francisco has relied heavily upon new 
construction programs to address the housing needs of lower income 


elderly and handicapped people. 


In Alameda County, where almost 8,000 out of a total of almost 22,000 
subsidized units are committed to elderly/handicapped people, the 
Section 8 Existing program is providing a much larger portion of the 
total than in San Francisco: almost 2,400 units, or one out of 3. 
Santa Clara County, with the third largest share (18%) of the region's 
assisted housing, is even more heavily oriented to the needs of elderly 
and/or handicapped households--over 41% of the subsidized housing in the 
county--and more heavily utilizes the Section 8 Existing program to meet 


these needs. 


LA. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2024 


https://archive.org/details/C 123306734 


Subsidized Housing and Estimated Housing Need 


The latest housing count issued by the Department of Finance estimates 
that there are currently (in 1982) about 2,104,000 housing units in the 
Bay Area. This would indicate that less than 4% of this region's 
housing is subsidized under any of the federal assistance programs.* 
Studies conducted for ABAG's Housing Needs Report eStimated that in 
1980, about 39% of the region's households had income below the maximum 
allowed for eligibility to receive federal housing assistance. Assuming 
that same percentage is still a valid estimate in 1982, just over 10% of 
the lower income households in Bay Area communities are living in 
subsidized housing. This percentage varies widely, of course, from one 


county to another, as is indicated on Table II. 


In San Francisco, for example, where 47% of the households are estimated 
to have incomes below 80% of the regional median, over 13% have the 
opportunity to live in assisted housing. By contrast, only 34% of all 
households in San Mateo County are in the lower income category, and 
less than 6% of these have the opportunity to obtain federal housing 


assistance. 


*#This excludes consideration of housing built or rehabilitated with the 
help of CDBG funds and Section 235 mortgage assistance. 
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Increase in Subsidized Housing Since 1975 


Data in Table III indicates that from 1975 to 1982, the number of 
subsidized units has almost doubled for the region as a whole. Among 
individual counties, however, the relative change has varied quite a 
bit. This is particularly evident from the changes in the percentage of 
total housing that is subsidized now, as compared with the percentages 
in 1975. Regionwide, for example, the supply of federally assisted 
housing grew from 2.35% of total housing in 1975 to almost 4% in 1982, 
representing a two-thirds increase in the proportion of all housing that 
is subsidized. In Napa and Sonoma Counties, the relative increase was 
much greater, rising from one to about three percent. On the other 
hand, counties in which relatively greater proportions of total housing 
were subsidized in 1975 showed the least gain by 1982. These include 
San Francisco, where the percentage subsidized rose from 4 to 6%, and 


Solano, from 3.5 to 4.4%. 


With regard to "spatial deconcentration,"--the national policy goal of 
promoting the expansion of housing opportunities throughout the 
region--it is interesting to note that in all counties, the percentage 
subsidized moved toward the regionwide average. This is a direct result 
of the fact that counties with relatively greater concentrations of 
assisted housing in 1975 grew more slowiy in this respect than the 
region as a whole, while those that had the smallest proportion grew 


much faster. 
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Note the changes in ratios of county-to-region percentages at the bottom 
of Table III. In 1975, Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco and Solano 
counties all contained greater proportions of subsidized to total units 
than the region as a whole, with ratios of 1.25, 1.22, 1.69 and 1.48, 
respectively. When 2.35% of all housing regionwide was subsidized, 
these four counties had higher proportions: 2.93%, 2.86%, 3.97% and 
3.47%, respectively. Today, these counties still Show higher 
concentrations than the regional average, but the gap has narrowed in 
each case, with ratios of 1.24, 1.04, 1.53 and 1.12, respectively. In 
the remaining five counties, the change was just the reverse, moving 


from much lower percentages up toward the regional average. 
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